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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

Copies of the listed U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are not enclosed 
since it is no longer required according to the July 1 1 , 2003 wavier of the requirement for copies of 
cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications in national patent applications filed after 
June 30, 2003 and international applications entering the national stage under 35 U.S.C. § 371 after 
June 30, 2003. 

The listed documents are being identified within three (3) months of the filing or entry of 
the national stage of this application or before the first Office Action on the merits, whichever is 
later. Since the listed documents are being identified within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b) no fee or statement is required. 
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To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner-initialed copy of this form be returned to the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, L.L.P. 



Date: January 7. 2004 
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P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Issue/Publication 

Date 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 




4,931 ,296 




Shanbhag et al. 


06-05-1990 
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Oppenheimer 


06-19-1990 
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Shanbhag et al. 


03-19-1991 




5,049,710 




Prosise et al. 


09-17-1991 




5,096,723 




Turpin 


03-17-1992 




5,175,404 




Andreas et al. 


12-29-1992 




5,310,977 




Stenkamp et al. 


05-10-1994 
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Examiner 
Initials 


Include name of author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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